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The goal of the program 
is to introduce young 

women to the 
atmospheric sciences in a 

single sex, 
non-competitive, 

hands-on inquiry based 
environment.



The goal is to show young women that 
female scientists are normal people, 
with families and hobbies, who are 

researching relevant and 
exciting environmental problems.



The program was 
developed by two post 
doctoral fellows in the 

Advanced Studies Program 
(ASP) at NCAR in 

cooperation with the 
Mile Hi Girl Scouts council. 



The program brings 50 
girls from around the 

Denver area to the NCAR 
Mesa Lab in Boulder 
each fall and spring.

The girls tour the 
exhibits and computer 

lab, walk the nature trail 
and participate in 

hands-on activities.



The first activity of the 
day, and one of the 

highlights of the event, 
is a live weather balloon 

launch conducted by 
Kate Young of NCAR’s 

Earth Observing 
Laboratory.

The girls learn how and 
what data is collected in 

the atmosphere and 
how it is used to help 
make better weather 

forecasts.



Other morning activities 
include a Water Cycle 

Game, a tour of the NCAR 
computer lab and a key 
note talk by one of the 

NCAR female scientists on 
what they research and 

how they became 
interested in science.



The afternoon 
activities are focused 
around a 50 page, full 

color workbook 
designed by the NCAR 
post docs organizing 

the event.  

The workbooks are 
free of charge to the 

Girl Scouts as they are 
generously paid for by 
the Advanced Studies 

Program at NCAR.



The workbook contains the 
instructions for and 
questions about the 

hands-on experiments the 
girls will conduct with the 
guidance of NCAR female 

scientists.



The workbook also 
contains the pictures 
and biographies of all 
the NCAR volunteers 

the girls have 
interacted with.  

Without fail, the girls 
always ask for us to 
sign our autographs 

next to our pictures at 
the end of the day!



The workbook also contains information on weather and 
climate, and links to web pages where the girls can get 

more information on science and technology.



The event is now 
entering it’s third year, 

is under it’s second 
generation of leadership 
and will have it’s fourth 
event this September. 

With funding from the 
ASP office, volunteers of 

female scientists and 
help from the NCAR 

Education and Outreach 
office, over 120 girls 

have visited NCAR and 
participated in the event.
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