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My UFSP 100 section
The Science of Storms, Climate Change, and Environmental Impacts

• Mostly intended Atmospheric, Environmental, and Climate Science majors
• Introduces students to wide range of topics in our sciences
 Severe weather
 Weather forecasting
 Climate change
 Wildlife ecology and biodiversity
 Paleoclimatology
 Energy and sustainability
 etc…
• Also tasked with:
 • University resources
 • Advisement
 • Other “get familiar with college” topics
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I have learned a lot from you all, at the FYE Workshop!

 
 



Examples of engaging groups in my FYE seminar

Social engagement

• End of class “speed-networking”
 -Randomize groups of approx. 4 students

  “What do you like/not like about your hometown?”
  “How is your living arrangement working out for you?”
  “What is your most memorable weather experience?
  “Do you have any hidden talents?”
  “Why are you taking this class?”

 -Switch groups before each new question 
  (e.g., if you were born in the first half of the year, find a new group)



Examples of engaging groups in my FYE seminar

Social engagement

• ETEC Scavenger Hunt
 -Random groups of 4
 -Take photos of each item, worth points
 -Complete with 5 minutes left of class
 -Winning team receives individual gift certificates (thank you, Leah!)
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• Best practices of conducting and communicating science
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  Measure a sheet of paper(!) (inspired by Youtube channel “Numberphile”)
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• Best practices of conducting and communicating science
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  Measure a sheet of paper(!) (inspired by Youtube channel “Numberphile”)

 -Ask clear questions
 -Measure and analyze in proper units
 -Understand errors in data and instruments
 



Examples of engaging groups in my FYE seminar

Class-related engagement

• Clear, succinct, audience-tailored science communication
 -Random groups of 4 
 -Distill a complex weather forecast graphic into a simple message for emergency 

managers 

 -Google Form submission







Examples of engaging groups in my FYE seminar

Class-related engagement

• Weather and climate observation
 -First, discuss topic
 -Pass out simple instruments
 -In randomized groups, measure temperature and pressure at:
  -Ground level
  -Rooftop observation deck of Mohawk Tower (Indigenous Quad)
 
 -Discussion of results

 





Final thoughts…

• There are ways to bring course content and group engagement together!

• Use our beautiful and interesting campus as your classroom

• Be creative; FYE is a great opportunity to try new things
 -Be honest with your class that you are trying something new!

• Have fun with your class
 -First semester of college is a very challenging transition for many students
 -Leading an engaging, supportive environment where they get to know each 

other, and you is just as important as teaching the topics.

If time, happy to answer questions! 
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