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ABSTRACT
The prediction of weather conditions in the Arctic is important to human activities in the Arctic. Arctic cyclones (ACs), which are extratropical cyclones that originate within the Arctic or move into the Arctic from lower latitudes, can be associated with hazardous weather conditions that may adversely affect human activities. The purpose of this study is to compare characteristics of the Arctic environment, and the frequency, characteristics, and forecast skill of ACs, between periods of low and high forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic, hereafter referred to as low-skill and high-skill periods, respectively, during the summers of 2007–2017. The 11-member NOAA Global Ensemble Forecast System (GEFS) reforecast dataset version 2 is utilized to identify low-skill and high-skill periods, and to evaluate the forecast skill of ACs during these respective periods. The ERA-Interim dataset is used to examine characteristics of the Arctic environment and characteristics of ACs during low-skill and high-skill periods. The Arctic environment tends to be characterized by more vigorous baroclinic processes and latent heating during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. ACs occur more frequently over much of the Arctic, tend to be stronger, and tend to be located in regions of larger lower-tropospheric baroclinicity, lower-to-midtropospheric Eady growth rate (EGR), and latent heating, during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. ACs during low-skill periods that are characterized by low forecast skill of intensity tend to be relatively strong and tend to be located in regions of relatively large lower-tropospheric baroclinicity, lower-to-midtropospheric EGR, and latent heating. 









1. Introduction
Human activities, such as shipping (e.g., Eguíluz et al. 2016; Melia et al. 2016, 2017; Yamagami and Matsueda 2021), tourism (e.g., Hall and Saarinen 2010; Maher 2017), and military operations (e.g., U.S. Department of the Navy 2021), are increasing in the Arctic. These human activities may be adversely impacted by hazardous weather conditions in the Arctic, such that accurate weather prediction over the Arctic is increasingly important. Although previous studies have evaluated the forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic based on forecasts of 500-hPa geopotential height (e.g., Jung and Leutbecher 2007; Bauer et al. 2016; Jung and Matsueda 2016; Sandu and Bauer 2018), there has been a dearth of research that has examined Arctic environmental conditions associated with periods of low and high forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic, with the exception of a recent study by Yamagami and Matsueda (2021). In the present study, Arctic environmental conditions refer to the state of the troposphere in the Arctic described in terms of the synoptic-scale flow configuration, horizontal and vertical motions, baroclinicity, moisture, and latent heating. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Yamagami and Matsueda (2021) examine Arctic weather patterns associated with forecast busts over the Arctic during summer, and find that one of the more frequent Arctic weather patterns is referred to as the “Arctic Cyclone (AC)” pattern, which is characterized by anomalously low 500-hPa geopotential height and sea level pressure (SLP) over the Arctic. They suggest that some forecast busts over the Arctic during summer may be linked to forecast errors in the intensity and position of ACs. ACs are extratropical cyclones that originate within the Arctic or move into the Arctic from lower latitudes (e.g., Serreze 1995; Zhang et al. 2004; Serreze and Barrett 2008; Simmonds and Rudeva 2012, 2014; Crawford and Serreze 2016; Valkonen et al. 2021). ACs occur most frequently during summer (e.g., Zhang et al. 2004; Serreze and Barrett 2008), may be associated with strong surface winds and high waves (e.g., Zhang et al. 2013; Thomson and Rogers 2014), and may contribute to rapid sea ice loss (e.g., Asplin et al. 2012; Zhang et al. 2013; Stern et al. 2020; Peng et al. 2021). Since ACs may influence the forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic, it is of interest to understand how the frequency of ACs, characteristics of ACs, and forecast skill of ACs compare between periods of low and high forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic, hereafter referred to as low-skill periods and high-skill periods, respectively.
Various features and processes may influence the development and intensification of ACs. Tropopause polar vortices (TPVs) (e.g., Simmonds and Rudeva 2012; Tao et al. 2017a,b; Yamagami et al. 2017) and baroclinic processes (e.g., Aizawa et al. 2014; Tao et al. 2017a,b; Yamagami et al. 2017) have been shown to play important roles in the development and intensification of ACs. TPVs are coherent tropopause-based cyclonic vortices that are characterized by a local minimum of dynamic tropopause potential temperature and a cyclonic potential vorticity (PV) anomaly (e.g., Cavallo and Hakim 2009, 2010, 2012). Hoskins et al. (1985, section 6e) show that an upper-tropospheric cyclonic PV anomaly (e.g., a TPV) moving over a baroclinic zone can lead to the development of a lower-tropospheric cyclonic PV anomaly (e.g., a surface cyclone), and further show that these PV anomalies can become phase-locked and mutually amplify one another. Two notable examples of ACs in the literature for which TPVs and baroclinic processes have been shown to play important roles in the development and intensification of ACs are a strong AC that occurred during August 2012, hereafter referred to as AC12 (e.g., Simmonds and Rudeva 2012; Tao et al. 2017b), and a strong AC that occurred during August 2016, hereafter referred to as AC16 (Yamagami et al. 2017). Tao et al. (2017b) show that the interaction of a TPV with an upper-tropospheric jet streak contributes to the intensification of the jet streak, and that upper-tropospheric divergence associated with the upper-tropospheric jet streak supports the development of AC12. Both AC12 and AC16 have been shown to develop and intensify downshear of TPVs in baroclinic zones associated with high values of EGR [AC12 (e.g., Simmonds and Rudeva 2012; Tao et al. 2017b); AC16 (Yamagami et al. 2017)]. Furthermore, both AC12 and AC16 have been shown to contribute to rapid sea ice loss [AC12 (e.g., Zhang et al. 2013; Stern et al. 2020); AC16 (Peng et al. 2021)]. 
Latent heating may also influence the development and intensification of ACs. Latent heating associated with the formation of clouds and precipitation has been shown to contribute to the development and intensification of midlatitude cyclones in numerous studies (e.g., Tracton 1973; Kuo and Reed 1988; Reed et al. 1988, 1992; Davis et al. 1993; Stoelinga 1996; Wernli et al. 2002). However, there has been a dearth of research on the influence of latent heating on the development and intensification of ACs. Previous studies have shown that ACs can be associated with intrusions of warm, moist air into the Arctic (e.g., Binder et al. 2017; Messori et al. 2018; Fearon et al. 2021). It is possible that latent heating occurring in conjunction with intrusions of warm, moist air into the Arctic may influence the development and intensification of ACs.
Although there have been a limited number of predictability studies of ACs in the literature, interest in the predictability of ACs recently has been increasing (e.g., Yamazaki et al. 2015; Yamagami et al. 2018a,b, 2019; Capute and Torn 2021; Johnson and Wang 2021). Yamagami et al. (2018a) examine the forecast skill of AC12 with five operational ensemble prediction systems (EPSs) and find that forecasts initialized only 2–3 days prior or closer to the time of peak intensity of AC12 are accurate. Yamagami et al. (2018b) assess the forecast skill of 10 strong ACs that they refer to as “extraordinary ACs” and that occur during the summers of 2008–2016 with five operational EPSs. Yamagami et al. (2018b) state that the forecast skill of the extraordinary ACs is lower than that of midlatitude cyclones in the Northern Hemisphere. Capute and Torn (2021) compare the forecast skill of the intensity and position of ACs and of midlatitude cyclones over the North Atlantic using the NOAA GEFS reforecast dataset version 2. They show that ACs are less predictable in terms of position compared to midlatitude cyclones over the North Atlantic, and show that ACs are more predictable in terms of intensity compared to midlatitude cyclones over the North Atlantic. 
Forecast errors related to baroclinic processes have been shown to contribute to forecast errors in the synoptic-scale flow over middle latitudes (e.g., Tribbia and Baumhefner 2004; Davies and Didone 2013; Boisserie et al. 2014; Selz and Craig 2015) and to forecast errors in midlatitude cyclones (e.g., Sanders 1986; Zhu and Thorpe 2006; Zhang et al. 2007; Zheng et al. 2013). In addition, forecast errors related to latent heating have been shown to contribute to forecast errors in the synoptic-scale flow over middle latitudes (e.g., Rodwell et al. 2013; Martínez-Alvarado et al. 2016; Grams et al. 2018) and to forecast errors in midlatitudes cyclones (e.g., Zhang et al. 2003, 2007). It is expected that forecast errors related to baroclinic processes and latent heating may also contribute to forecast errors in the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic and to forecast errors in the intensity and position of ACs. Capute and Torn (2021) find that ACs characterized by lower predictability in terms of intensity are typically located in environments characterized by larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR compared to ACs characterized by higher predictability in terms of intensity. Despite expectations to the contrary, they find that there is no systematic difference in latent heating between ACs characterized by lower predictability in terms of intensity and ACs characterized by higher predictability in terms of intensity. Furthermore, they do not find substantial differences in environmental properties between ACs characterized by lower predictability in terms of position and ACs characterized by higher predictability in terms of position. Aside from Capute and Torn (2021), there has been limited research that has compared ACs characterized by lower and higher predictability in terms of intensity and position.
The objective of the present study is to improve understanding of Arctic environmental conditions and ACs during low-skill and high-skill periods. Specifically, the present study aims to compare characteristics of the Arctic environment, and the frequency, characteristics, and forecast skill of ACs, between low-skill and high-skill periods. The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 presents data and methodology used to identify low-skill and high-skill periods, identify ACs, determine characteristics of the Arctic environment and ACs, and determine the forecast skill of ACs. Section 3 compares Arctic forecast skill, characteristics of the Arctic environment, and the frequency, characteristics, and forecast skill of ACs, between low-skill and high-skill periods. Section 4 summarizes the results of the paper.

2. Data and methodology
a. Identification of low-skill and high-skill periods
Day-5 forecasts of 500-hPa geopotential height from the 11-member 1° NOAA GEFS reforecast dataset version 2 (Hamill et al. 2013) initialized daily at 0000 UTC during the summers (June–August) of 2007–2017 are utilized to evaluate the forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic (≥ 70°N). Refer to Fig. 1 for a map of the Arctic and geographical features to be discussed in the present study. A fixed model (i.e., the 2012 operational version of the NCEP GEFS) is used to produce the ensemble forecasts, such that forecast skill can be evaluated from the ensemble forecasts without having to account for changes in model configuration over time (e.g., Hamill and Kiladis 2014). Day-5 forecasts of 500-hPa geopotential height are utilized because medium-range (e.g., day 5 or day 6) forecasts of 500-hPa geopotential height have commonly been utilized to evaluate the forecast skill of operational numerical weather prediction systems (e.g., Kalnay et al. 1991; Langland and Maue 2012; Sandu and Bauer 2018). 



[image: ]
Fig. 1. Map of Arctic geography, including names of seas and nations. The region north of the purple circle (70°N) denotes the Arctic for the purposes of the present study. 

The root mean square error (RMSE) of the day-5 forecasts of 500-hPa geopotential height is first calculated at each grid point (k) over the Arctic via 
 ,                                              (1)
where N denotes the number of ensemble members (i.e., 11), n denotes the nth ensemble member, fn denotes the 500-hPa geopotential height from the nth ensemble member, and O denotes the 500-hPa geopotential height from ERA-Interim (Dee et al. 2011) at 1° horizontal resolution. After the RMSE is calculated at each grid point over the Arctic, the RMSE values are area-averaged over the Arctic to obtain an area-averaged RMSE value. Standardized anomalies of area-averaged RMSE, hereafter referred to as σRMSE, relative to a 1985–2017 climatology of area-averaged RMSE, are then calculated following the approach used by Moore [2017, section 4b(3)]. This approach consists of subtracting the climatological mean of area-averaged RMSE from each value of area-averaged RMSE and then dividing by the climatological standard deviation of area-averaged RMSE, where the climatological mean and climatological standard deviation are smoothed by retaining only the first four harmonics of the annual cycle determined from a Fourier analysis.
Forecasts associated with the top and bottom 10% of σRMSE at day 5 are referred to as low-skill forecasts and high-skill forecasts, respectively. There are 101 low-skill forecasts and 101 high-skill forecasts. Time periods extending from day 0 through day 5 that are encompassed by low-skill forecasts and high-skill forecasts correspond to the low-skill periods and high-skill periods, respectively, that were defined in section 1. There are instances in which a given low-skill period may overlap a given high-skill period when these periods occur in relatively short succession, resulting in some days occurring during both a low-skill period and a high-skill period, hereafter referred to as overlapping days. In order to avoid including an overlapping day in both a low-skill period and a high-skill period, the overlapping day is assigned to the period that occurs earlier. There were 345 days and 297 days originally determined to occur during low-skill periods and high-skill periods, respectively. Subsequently, 17 overlapping days were removed from low-skill periods, resulting in a total of 328 days during low-skill periods (Table 1), and 16 overlapping days were removed from high-skill periods, resulting in a total of 281 days during high-skill periods (Table 1). Time periods extending from day 0 through day 5 that are encompassed by all forecasts initialized during the summers of 2007–2017 are collectively referred to as “the 2007–2017 climatological period.” There are a total of 1067 days during the 2007–2017 climatological period (Table 1).

	
	The 2007–2017 climatological period
	Low-skill periods
	High-skill periods

	Number of days
	1067
	328
	281

	Number of ACs
	730
	298
	208



Table 1. Number of days and ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, low-skill periods, and high-skill periods.

b. Identification of ACs
[bookmark: _Hlk113452675]A cyclone climatology prepared by Sprenger et al. (2017) is used to identify ACs. Sprenger et al. (2017) use an objective SLP-based cyclone tracking algorithm developed by Wernli and Schwierz (2006) to track cyclones globally every 6 h in the ERA-Interim dataset at 1° horizontal resolution. ACs in the present study are identified as cyclones that have a lifetime of ≥ 48 h and spend at least 6 h within the Arctic (> 70°N). This latitudinal requirement is the same as that used by Simmonds and Rudeva (2012, 2014) to identify ACs. All ACs that occur at any time during the 2007–2017 climatological period, low-skill periods, and high-skill periods are identified. There are 730 ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, 298 ACs during low-skill periods, and 208 ACs during high-skill periods (Table 1).
c. Characteristics of the Arctic environment and ACs
[bookmark: _Hlk100748649]Selected dynamic and thermodynamic quantities are calculated using the 6-hourly 1° ERA-Interim dataset to characterize the Arctic environment and ACs. The 1° ERA-Interim dataset is used to be consistent with the use of the 1° ERA-Interim dataset by Sprenger et al. (2017) to identify cyclones. The present study will examine area averages of the following dynamic and thermodynamic quantities: upper-tropospheric flow and lower-tropospheric flow, corresponding to 300-hPa wind speed and 850-hPa wind speed, respectively; lower-tropospheric baroclinicity, corresponding to the magnitude of the 850-hPa potential temperature (θ) gradient; lower-to-midtropospheric baroclinic growth rate, corresponding to EGR calculated over the 850–600-hPa layer; upper-tropospheric divergence, corresponding to positive values of 350–250-hPa divergence; lower-to-midtropospheric ascent, corresponding to negative values of 800–600-hPa ω; moisture transport, corresponding to 1000–300-hPa integrated water vapor transport (IVT); and latent heating, where positive values of 1000–300-hPa integrated horizontal moisture flux convergence (IMFC) are used as a proxy for latent heating (e.g., Torn and Hakim 2015). In the calculation of EGR, the formulation of Hoskins and Valdes (1990) is adopted, i.e., 
,                                                            (2)
where v is the horizontal vector wind; z is the height, which, for expediency, is evaluated using geopotential height in the present paper; f is the Coriolis parameter; and N is the Brunt–Väisälä frequency.
The aforementioned quantities are area-averaged over the Arctic to characterize the Arctic environment and are area-averaged within a 1000-km radius from the center of each AC to characterize the ACs. The 1000-km radius is motivated by Yamagami et al. (2018b), who show that the mean radius of the 10 extraordinary ACs that were mentioned in section 1 of the present paper is approximately 938 km, and Valkonen et al. (2021), who show that the median radii of ACs during June–August of 1979–2015 are approximately 1000–1100 km. Minimum SLP is used to characterize the intensity of ACs since minimum SLP is provided by the Sprenger et al. (2017) cyclone climatology. The largest magnitude value of each area-averaged quantity, and the lowest value of minimum SLP, for each AC among all 6-h time steps during which the AC is located within the Arctic during a period of interest (i.e., the 2007–2017 climatological period, low-skill periods, or high-skill periods) is determined. The largest magnitude value of each area-averaged quantity and the lowest value of minimum SLP are hereafter referred to as the most extreme value of the respective quantities.
d. Forecast skill of ACs
Ensemble forecasts of SLP from the 11-member NOAA GEFS reforecast dataset version 2 initialized daily at 0000 UTC are used to evaluate the forecast skill of the intensity and position of the ACs identified in section 2b for forecast lead times of 1–7 days, every 1 day, with respect to a verification time. The ACs identified in section 2b are hereafter referred to as “analysis ACs” in the present subsection. The verification time for a given analysis AC during a period of interest (i.e., the 2007–2017 climatological period, low-skill periods, or high-skill periods) is considered the 0000 UTC time of lowest SLP of the given analysis AC when located within the Arctic during the period of interest. If there is no 0000 UTC time at which a given analysis AC is located within the Arctic during the period of interest, the following procedure is used. The time of lowest SLP of the AC when located within the Arctic during the period of interest is determined, and each surrounding 0000 UTC time for which the following two criteria are met is considered a candidate verification time: 1) the AC exists at that surrounding 0000 UTC time, and 2) that surrounding 0000 UTC time occurs during the period of interest. If there are two candidate verification times, the candidate verification time at which the minimum SLP of the AC is lower is considered the verification time. If there is one candidate verification time, it is considered the verification time. There is one candidate verification time if either of the aforementioned two criteria is not met for one of the surrounding 0000 UTC times, which can happen if the first 6-h time step of the AC occurs after the earlier surrounding 0000 UTC time, if the last 6-h time step of the AC occurs before the later surrounding 0000 UTC time, or if one of the surrounding 0000 UTC times does not occur during the period of interest. For the additional, rare instance in which there is no candidate verification time, which happens if the first 6-h time step of the AC occurs after the earlier surrounding 0000 UTC time and the later surrounding 0000 UTC time does not occur during the period of interest, the later surrounding 0000 UTC time is considered the verification time.
An objective SLP-based cyclone tracking algorithm developed by Crawford et al. (2021) is used to track cyclones in ensemble forecasts initialized 1–7 days, every 1 day, prior to the verification time of each analysis AC. A cyclone matching procedure developed by Korfe and Colle (2018) to match extratropical cyclone tracks in the ERA-Interim with those in ensemble forecasts of various EPSs is adapted to match the analysis ACs with cyclones in the ensemble forecasts. The adapted matching procedure matches a cyclone in an ensemble forecast with a given analysis AC based on criteria that require the cyclone in the ensemble forecast and the given analysis AC to be located sufficiently close to each other in space and to be sufficiently coincident in time. A cyclone in an ensemble forecast that matches a given analysis AC is considered a “matching forecast AC.” Readers interested in further documentation are referred to Biernat [2021, section 2b(4)].
A minimum number of ensemble members with a matching forecast AC occurring at the verification time for a given analysis AC and a given forecast lead time is needed to evaluate the forecast skill of the given analysis AC for the given forecast lead time. Following Froude (2010), the present study requires that ≥ 5 (out of 11) ensemble members have a matching forecast AC occurring at the verification time for a given analysis AC and a given forecast lead time. The forecast skill of the intensity of a given analysis AC for a given forecast lead time is determined by calculating the intensity RMSE via
 ,                                                (3)
where N denotes the number of ensemble members with a matching forecast AC occurring at the verification time, n denotes the nth ensemble member, fn denotes the minimum SLP of the matching forecast AC for the nth ensemble member at the verification time, and O denotes the minimum SLP of the given analysis AC at the verification time. The forecast skill of the position of a given analysis AC for a given forecast lead time is determined by calculating the position RMSE via Eq. (3), except that fn − O now represents the great circle distance between the center of the matching forecast AC for the nth ensemble member and the center of the given analysis AC. 
The following four “skill categories” of ACs are determined based on intensity RMSE for the 5-day lead time: low-skill ACs during low-skill periods, high-skill ACs during low-skill periods, low-skill ACs during high-skill periods, and high-skill ACs during high-skill periods. Low-skill ACs during low-skill periods and high-skill ACs during low-skill periods are defined as ACs during low-skill periods associated with the top and bottom 25% of intensity RMSE for the 5-day lead time, respectively. Similarly, low-skill ACs during high-skill periods and high-skill ACs during high-skill periods are defined as ACs during high-skill periods associated with the top and bottom 25% of intensity RMSE for the 5-day lead time, respectively. The 5-day lead time is chosen for consistency with using forecasts of 5-day lead time to evaluate the forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic. The dynamic and thermodynamic quantities introduced in section 2c and the minimum SLP introduced in section 2c are used to characterize the aforementioned four skill categories of ACs. While the aforementioned four skill categories of ACs will be emphasized in section 3c, the corresponding four skill categories of ACs determined based on position RMSE for the 5-day lead time will be considered briefly in section 3c.
Bootstrap resampling with replacement tests are used to determine statistical significance at the 95% confidence level of the following quantities: area-averaged RMSE of 500-hPa geopotential height and σRMSE of 500-hPa geopotential height over the Arctic, the dynamic and thermodynamic quantities introduced in section 2c, the minimum SLP introduced in section 2c, and the intensity RMSE and position RMSE of ACs. Two types of tests are used: The first type determines the statistical significance of a quantity for a subgroup (e.g., ACs during low-skill periods) with respect to a corresponding climatological group (e.g., ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period). The second type determines the statistical significance of differences of a quantity between two subgroups (e.g., low-skill ACs during low-skill periods and high-skill ACs during low-skill periods) within a common group (e.g., ACs during low-skill periods). Readers interested in further documentation are referred to Biernat [2021, section 2b(5)].


3. Results
a. Arctic forecast skill and characteristics of the Arctic environment
Figures 2a and 2b show the evolution of area-averaged RMSE of 500-hPa geopotential height over the Arctic and σRMSE of 500-hPa geopotential height over the Arctic, respectively, for low-skill and high-skill forecasts during day 0–5.5, every 0.5 days. Area-averaged RMSE increases during day 0–5.5 for both low-skill forecasts and high-skill forecasts (Fig. 2a), but increases at a faster rate for low-skill forecasts compared to high-skill forecasts (Fig. 2a). In addition, area-averaged RMSE is statistically significantly high and low relative to climatology for low-skill forecasts and high-skill forecasts, respectively, for almost all of day 0–5.5 (Fig. 2a). The quantity σRMSE increases and decreases throughout most of day 0–5.5 for low-skill forecasts and high-skill forecasts, respectively (Fig. 2b), and plateaus at day 5 for low-skill forecasts and at day 5.5 for high-skill forecasts (Fig. 2b). The increase and decrease in σRMSE throughout most of day 0–5.5 for low-skill forecasts and high-skill forecasts, respectively, indicates that the forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic becomes increasingly anomalously low and high relative to climatology throughout most of day 0–5.5 for low-skill forecasts and high-skill forecasts, respectively.






[image: ]
Fig. 2. Mean values of (a) area-averaged RMSE of 500-hPa geopotential height over the Arctic (m) and (b) σRMSE of 500-hPa geopotential height over the Arctic (σ), as defined in section 2a, for low-skill forecasts (red line), high-skill forecasts (blue line), and all forecasts during the 2007–2017 climatological period (black line) at days 0–5.5, every 0.5 days. Shading in (a) and (b) indicates the interquartile range (IQR) (25th–75th percentile values) of the respective quantities for low-skill forecasts (red) and high-skill forecasts (blue). Dots in (a) and (b) indicate statistical significance at the 95% confidence level of the mean values of the respective quantities for low-skill forecasts (red) and high-skill forecasts (blue) with respect to a climatology of the respective quantities that is composed of the values of the respective quantities for all forecasts during the 2007–2017 climatological period.

Quantities characterizing the Arctic environment, as introduced in section 2c, are now examined at day 0–5.5, every 0.5 days, for the 101 low-skill forecasts and 101 high-skill forecasts in Figs. 3 and 4. There tends to be anomalously strong upper-tropospheric flow (Fig. 3a), anomalously strong lower-tropospheric flow (Fig. 3b), anomalously strong lower-tropospheric baroclinicity (Fig. 3c), and anomalously large lower-to-midtropospheric EGR (Fig. 3d) over the Arctic relative to climatology throughout low-skill periods. Conversely, there tends to be anomalously weak upper-tropospheric flow (Fig. 3a), anomalously weak lower-tropospheric flow (Fig. 3b), anomalously weak lower-tropospheric baroclinicity (Fig. 3c), and anomalously small lower-to-midtropospheric EGR (Fig. 3d) over the Arctic relative to climatology throughout high-skill periods. 

[image: ]
Fig. 3. Distributions of (a) area-averaged 300-hPa wind speed (m s−1), (b) area-averaged 850-hPa wind speed (m s−1), (c) area-averaged 850-hPa θ gradient magnitude [K (100 km)−1], and (d) area-averaged 850–600-hPa EGR (day−1) over the Arctic at days 0–5.5, every 0.5 days, for low-skill forecasts (red) and high-skill forecasts (blue), with solid lines indicating the mean values and shading indicating the IQR. Black lines indicate the mean values of the quantities across all times during the 2007–2017 climatological period. Dots indicate statistical significance at the 95% confidence level of the mean values of the quantities for low-skill forecasts (red) and high-skill forecasts (blue) with respect to a climatology of the quantities that is composed of the values of the quantities for all times during the 2007–2017 climatological period. Days 0–5.5 for low-skill forecasts and high-skill forecasts correspond to low-skill periods and high-skill periods, respectively, with the exception of overlapping days that were removed from these respective periods, as discussed in section 2a. The distributions shown in (a)–(d) for low-skill forecasts and high-skill forecasts are constructed by considering all values of the quantities corresponding to days 0–5.5, every 0.5 days, with the exception of values of the quantities corresponding to overlapping days that were removed from low-skill periods and high-skill periods, respectively.

There tends to be anomalously strong upper-tropospheric divergence (Fig. 4a), anomalously strong lower-to-midtropospheric ascent (Fig. 4b), anomalously strong moisture transport (Fig. 4c), and anomalously large latent heating (Fig. 4d) over the Arctic relative to climatology throughout low-skill periods. Conversely, there tends to be anomalously weak upper-tropospheric divergence (Fig. 4a), anomalously weak lower-to-midtropospheric ascent (Fig. 4b), anomalously weak moisture transport (Fig. 4c), and anomalously small latent heating (Fig. 4d) over the Arctic relative to climatology throughout high-skill periods.
[image: ]
Fig. 4. As in Fig. 3, but for (a) area-averaged positive values of 350–250-hPa divergence (10−6 s−1), (b) area-averaged negative values of 800–600-hPa ω (10−3 hPa s−1), (c) area-averaged 1000–300-hPa IVT (kg m−1 s−1), and (d) area-averaged positive values of 1000–300-hPa IMFC (W m−2) over the Arctic. 

Figures 3 and 4 indicate that there is a tendency for more vigorous baroclinic processes and latent heating over the Arctic during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. Since baroclinic processes and latent heating may support AC development and intensification, the tendency for more vigorous baroclinic processes and latent heating over the Arctic during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods suggests that there is a tendency for Arctic environmental conditions to be more conducive to AC development and intensification during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. Arctic environmental conditions that are more conducive to AC development and intensification during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods may be expected to correspond to more frequent occurrences of ACs and stronger ACs during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods.
As discussed in section 1, forecast errors related to baroclinic processes and latent heating have been shown to contribute to forecast errors in the synoptic-scale flow over middle latitudes. It is expected that the more vigorous baroclinic processes and latent heating over the Arctic during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods may be associated with greater forecast errors that may help explain the lower forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods.
b. Frequency and characteristics of ACs
Track frequencies of ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, ACs during low-skill periods, and ACs during high-skill periods are shown in Figs. 5a–c, respectively. There are relatively high track frequencies of ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period (Fig. 5a), ACs during low-skill periods (Fig. 5b), and ACs during high-skill periods (Fig. 5c) over the Barents, Kara, and Laptev Seas, portions of the central Arctic Ocean, central portions of the northern Eurasian coast, and portions of the Canadian Archipelago (refer to Fig. 1 for map of Arctic geographical features). Crawford and Serreze (2016) and Fearon et al. (2021) similarly show relatively high frequencies of ACs during summer over the Kara and Laptev Seas, the central Arctic Ocean, and central portions of the northern Eurasian coast. Crawford and Serreze (2016) show that Eurasia is an important source region for ACs during summer. AC genesis over Eurasia during summer may be linked in part to a reduction in static stability associated with turbulent and radiative heat fluxes from the heated landmass, lee cyclogenesis downstream of mountain ranges over northern Eurasia, and upper-tropospheric divergence associated with frequent upper-tropospheric troughs that are located east of the Ural Mountains (e.g., Crawford and Serreze 2016). In addition, along the Arctic coast there is a band of strong horizontal temperature gradient, which is strongest near the surface and extends into the upper troposphere, that is referred to as the Arctic frontal zone (AFZ) (e.g., Crawford and Serreze 2015). The AFZ becomes established due to differential heating between the heated landmass and the cold Arctic Ocean and sea ice (e.g., Crawford and Serreze 2015, 2016), and has been shown to contribute to the intensification of ACs crossing the Arctic coast (e.g., Crawford and Serreze 2016).
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Fig. 5. Track frequency of (a) ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, (b) ACs during low-skill periods, and (c) ACs during high-skill periods, shaded according to the number of the respective ACs for which a given grid point (using a 1° grid) is located within 500 km of the center of the respective ACs normalized by the number of days in the respective periods (given in Table 1). Units: number of ACs day−1.

There are higher track frequencies of ACs during low-skill periods compared to ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period over much of the Arctic (compare Fig. 5b with Fig. 5a; Fig. 6a), and there are lower track frequencies of ACs during high-skill periods compared to ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period over much of the Arctic (compare Fig. 5c with Fig. 5a; Fig. 6b). Furthermore, there are higher track frequencies of ACs during low-skill periods compared to ACs during high-skill periods over much of the Arctic (compare Fig. 5b with Fig. 5c; Fig. 6c). The higher track frequencies of ACs during low-skill periods compared to ACs during high-skill periods is consistent with the suggestion in section 3a that Arctic environmental conditions tend to be more conducive to more frequent occurrences of ACs during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods.
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Fig. 6. Difference in track frequency between (a) ACs during low-skill periods and ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period (Fig. 5b minus Fig. 5a), (b) ACs during high-skill periods and ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period (Fig. 5c minus Fig. 5a), and (c) ACs during low-skill periods and ACs during high-skill periods (Fig. 5b minus Fig. 5c; also Fig. 6a minus Fig. 6b). Units: number of ACs day−1.

There tends to be lower 500-hPa geopotential height over much of the Arctic and higher 500-hPa geopotential height over much of the surrounding middle latitudes during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods (Fig. 7a). The aforementioned 500-hPa geopotential height differences imply that there tends to be stronger 500-hPa geopotential height gradients and concomitantly stronger lower-to-midtropospheric baroclinicity in the vicinity of the equatorward boundary of the Arctic (i.e., 70°N) during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. The stronger lower-to-midtropospheric baroclinicity in the vicinity of the equatorward boundary of the Arctic corresponds to larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR in the vicinity of the equatorward boundary of the Arctic during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods (Fig. 7b). There is also larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR over much of the Arctic during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods (Fig. 7b). In addition, there is stronger moisture transport in the vicinity of the equatorward boundary of the Arctic and over much of the Arctic during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods (Fig. 7c). Regions of larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR (Fig. 7b) and stronger moisture transport (Fig. 7c) during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods generally coincide with regions of higher track frequency of ACs during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods (Fig. 6c).
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Fig. 7. (a) Mean 500-hPa geopotential height during low-skill periods (black contours, every 6 dam), (b) mean 850–600-hPa EGR during low-skill periods (black contours, every 0.06 day−1), and (c) mean 1000–300-hPa IVT during low-skill periods (black contours, every 20 kg m−1 s−1). Shading shows differences of (a) mean 500-hPa geopotential height (dam), (b) mean 850–600-hPa EGR (day−1), and (c) mean 1000–300-hPa IVT (kg m−1 s−1) between low-skill periods and high-skill periods (i.e., low-skill periods minus high-skill periods).

[bookmark: _Hlk101527446]There are localized regions of lower track frequency of ACs during low-skill periods over portions of Baffin Bay, western Greenland, and the Norwegian Sea (Fig. 6c), which may relate to higher 500-hPa geopotential height over these regions during low-skill periods (Fig. 7a). It is speculated that the higher 500-hPa geopotential height over the aforementioned regions during low-skill periods may indicate a tendency for increased mid-to-upper-tropospheric ridging, and concomitantly a tendency for weaker dynamical forcing for AC development, over the aforementioned regions during low-skill periods.
Distributions of the most extreme value, as defined in section 2c, of quantities characterizing ACs are now examined. ACs during low-skill periods tend to be statistically significantly stronger (Fig. 8a), and tend to be located in regions characterized by statistically significantly stronger lower-tropospheric flow (Fig. 8b), statistically significantly stronger lower-tropospheric baroclinicity (Fig. 8c), and statistically significantly larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR (Fig. 8d), compared to ACs during high-skill periods. ACs during low-skill periods also tend to be located in regions characterized by statistically significantly stronger upper-tropospheric divergence (Fig. 9a), statistically significantly stronger lower-to-midtropospheric ascent (Fig. 9b), statistically significantly stronger moisture transport (Fig. 9c), and statistically significantly larger latent heating (Fig. 9d) compared to ACs during high-skill periods. When compared to ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, only for ACs during high-skill periods is there statistical significance in the mean values of all quantities shown in Figs. 8 and 9. Figures 8b–d and Figs. 9a–d suggest that ACs tend to be located in environments more conducive to development and intensification during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. The tendency for ACs to be located in environments more conducive to development and intensification during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods likely is consistent with the tendency for ACs to be statistically significantly stronger during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods (Fig. 8a). 
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Fig. 8. Distributions of the most extreme value, as defined in section 2c, of quantities characterizing ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period (gray), ACs during low-skill periods (red), and ACs during high-skill periods (blue) when located within the Arctic during the respective periods. The selected quantities are (a) minimum SLP (hPa), (b) area-averaged 850-hPa wind speed (m s−1), (c) area-averaged 850-hPa θ gradient magnitude [K (100 km)−1], and (d) area-averaged 850–600-hPa EGR (day−1). The quantities in (b)–(d) are area-averaged within a 1000-km radius from the centers of the ACs. Dots indicate the mean values, boxes indicate the IQR, and whiskers extend to the 5th and 95th percentiles. Gray, red, and blue stars indicate the minimum and maximum values of the distributions. Yellow stars indicate statistical significance at the 95% confidence level of the mean values of the quantities for ACs during low-skill periods and for ACs during high-skill periods with respect to the mean values of the quantities for ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period. Purple stars indicate statistical significance at the 95% confidence level between the mean values of the quantities for ACs during low-skill periods and the mean values of the quantities for ACs during high-skill periods.
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Fig. 9. As in Fig. 8, but for (a) area-averaged positive values of 350–250-hPa divergence (10−6 s−1), (b) area-averaged negative values of 800–600-hPa ω (10−3 hPa s−1), (c) area-averaged 1000–300-hPa IVT (kg m−1 s−1), and (d) area-averaged positive values of 1000–300-hPa IMFC (W m−2). The quantities in (a)–(d) are area-averaged within a 1000-km radius from the centers of the ACs.

c. Forecast skill of ACs
As discussed in section 1, forecast errors related to baroclinic processes and latent heating can contribute to forecast errors in midlatitude cyclones. Zhu and Thorpe (2006) state that forecast errors can grow exponentially through baroclinic processes, and Zhang et al. (2003) show in simulations of a midlatitude cyclone along the East Coast of the U.S. that setting latent heat of condensation to zero greatly reduces the growth of forecast errors. It is expected that the stronger lower-tropospheric baroclinicity, larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR, and larger latent heating for ACs during low-skill periods compared to ACs during high-skill periods (Figs. 8c,d and Fig. 9d; discussed in section 3b) may be associated with greater forecast errors that contribute to lower forecast skill of the intensity and position of ACs during low-skill periods compared to ACs during high-skill periods. 
The forecast skill of the intensity (Fig. 10a) and position (Fig. 10b) of ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, ACs during low-skill periods, and ACs during high-skill periods are now examined for forecast lead times of 1–7 days, every 1 day, relative to the verification time of the ACs (see section 2d for definition of the verification time). Refer to Table 2 for the number of ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, ACs during low-skill periods, and ACs during high-skill periods for which forecast skill can be evaluated at forecast lead times of 1–7 days, every 1 day. The intensity RMSE (Fig. 10a) and the position RMSE (Fig. 10b) of ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, ACs during low-skill periods, and ACs during high-skill periods tend to increase with increasing forecast lead time. For example, the mean intensity RMSE of ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period increases from approximately 2.3 hPa for the 1-day lead time to approximately 7.6 hPa for the 7-day lead time, and the mean position RMSE of ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period increases from approximately 210 km for the 1-day lead time to approximately 817 km for the 7-day lead time. 
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Fig. 10. Distributions of (a) intensity RMSE (hPa) and (b) position RMSE (km) of ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period (gray), ACs during low-skill periods (red), and ACs during high-skill periods (blue) for which forecast skill can be evaluated at forecast lead times of 1–7 days, every 1 day. Dots indicate the mean values, boxes indicate the IQR, and whiskers extend to the 5th and 95th percentiles. Yellow star indicates statistical significance at the 95% confidence level of the mean value of intensity RMSE for ACs during low-skill periods with respect to the mean value of intensity RMSE for ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period for the 1-day lead time. Purple stars indicate statistical significance at the 95% confidence level between the mean value of intensity RMSE for ACs during low-skill periods and the mean value of intensity RMSE for ACs during high-skill periods for the 1-day and 6-day lead times.

	
	Forecast lead time (days)

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	The 2007–2017 climatological period
	483
	535
	543
	531
	491
	430
	338

	Low-skill periods
	193
	219
	226
	220
	204
	168
	140

	High-skill periods
	134
	149
	154
	142
	138
	132
	99



Table 2. Number of ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, ACs during low-skill periods, and ACs during high-skill periods for which forecast skill can be evaluated at forecast lead times of 1–7 days, every 1 day.

The mean intensity RMSE of ACs during low-skill periods is only slightly higher than the mean intensity RMSE of ACs during high-skill periods for forecast lead times of 2–5 days and 7 days (Fig. 10a), and statistically significantly higher than the mean intensity RMSE of ACs during high-skill periods for forecast lead times of 1 and 6 days (Fig. 10a). The statistically significantly higher mean intensity RMSE of ACs during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods for only two of the seven forecast lead times provides weak evidence that ACs are associated with lower forecast skill of intensity during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. When compared to ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, only for ACs during low-skill periods for the 1-day forecast lead time is there statistical significance in the mean intensity RMSE (Fig. 10a). There are no statistically significant differences in the mean values of position RMSE between ACs during low-skill periods and ACs during high-skill periods for all forecast lead times (Fig. 10b). The relatively small number of instances of statistically significant differences in the mean values of intensity RMSE, and the lack of statistically significant differences in the mean values of position RMSE, between ACs during low-skill periods and ACs during high-skill periods suggest that the forecast skill of the intensity and position of ACs cannot be inferred from the forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic, such that ACs during low-skill periods are not necessarily associated with lower forecast skill of intensity and position compared to ACs during high-skill periods.
Distributions of the most extreme value, as defined in section 2c, of quantities characterizing the four skill categories of ACs based on intensity RMSE for the 5-day lead time, which were introduced in section 2d, are now examined. These four skill categories are: low-skill ACs during low-skill periods, high-skill ACs during low-skill periods, low-skill ACs during high-skill periods, and high-skill ACs during high-skill periods. Low-skill ACs during low-skill periods tend to be statistically significantly stronger (Fig. 11a), and tend to be located in regions characterized by statistically significantly stronger lower-tropospheric flow (Fig. 11b), stronger lower-tropospheric baroclinicity (Fig. 11c), and larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR (Fig. 11d), compared to high-skill ACs during low-skill periods. Low-skill ACs during high-skill periods tend to be stronger (Fig. 11a), and tend to be located in regions characterized by statistically significantly stronger lower-tropospheric flow (Fig. 11b), stronger lower-tropospheric baroclinicity (Fig. 11c), and statistically significantly larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR (Fig. 11d), compared to high-skill ACs during high-skill periods.
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Fig. 11. Distributions of the most extreme value, as defined in section 2c, of quantities characterizing ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period (gray), low-skill ACs during low-skill periods (red solid), high-skill ACs during low-skill periods (red hatched), low-skill ACs during high-skill periods (blue solid), and high-skill ACs during high-skill periods (blue hatched) when located within the Arctic during the respective periods. The selected quantities are (a) minimum SLP (hPa), (b) area-averaged 850-hPa wind speed (m s−1), (c) area-averaged 850-hPa θ gradient magnitude [K (100 km)−1], and (d) area-averaged 850–600-hPa EGR (day−1). The quantities in (b)–(d) are area-averaged within a 1000-km radius from the centers of the ACs. Dots indicate the mean values, boxes indicate the IQR, and whiskers extend to the 5th and 95th percentiles. Gray, red, and blue stars indicate the minimum and maximum values of the distributions. Yellow stars indicate statistical significance at the 95% confidence level of the mean values of the quantities for low-skill ACs during low-skill periods and high-skill ACs during high-skill periods with respect to the mean values of the quantities for ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period. Pink stars indicate statistical significance at the 95% confidence level between the mean values of the quantities for low-skill ACs during low-skill periods and the mean values of the quantities for high-skill ACs during low-skill periods. Light blue stars indicate statistical significance at the 95% confidence level between the mean values of the quantities for low-skill ACs during high-skill periods and the mean values of the quantities for high-skill ACs during high-skill periods.

The tendency for low-skill ACs during low-skill periods to be statistically significantly stronger than high-skill ACs during low-skill periods and the tendency for low-skill ACs during high-skill periods to be stronger than high-skill ACs during high-skill periods are consistent with the findings of Yamagami et al. (2019) and Capute and Torn (2021), who both show that ACs with lower predictability in terms of intensity tend to be stronger. The tendency for low-skill ACs during low-skill periods to be located in regions characterized by larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR compared to high-skill ACs during low-skill periods and the tendency for low-skill ACs during high-skill periods to be located in regions characterized by statistically significantly larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR compared to high-skill ACs during high-skill periods are consistent with the findings of Capute and Torn (2021). As discussed in section 1, Capute and Torn (2021) find that ACs characterized by lower predictability in terms of intensity are typically located in environments characterized by larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR compared to ACs characterized by higher predictability in terms of intensity.
Low-skill ACs during low-skill periods tend to be located in regions characterized by statistically significantly stronger upper-tropospheric divergence (Fig. 12a), statistically significantly stronger lower-to-midtropospheric ascent (Fig. 12b), statistically significantly stronger moisture transport (Fig. 12c), and statistically significantly larger latent heating (Fig. 12d) compared to high-skill ACs during low-skill periods. Low-skill ACs during high-skill periods tend to be located in regions characterized by statistically significantly stronger upper-tropospheric divergence (Fig. 12a), stronger lower-to-midtropospheric ascent (Fig. 12b), and stronger moisture transport (Fig. 12c) compared to high-skill ACs during high-skill periods. Low-skill ACs during high-skill periods and high-skill ACs during high-skill periods tend to be located in regions characterized by comparable latent heating, as suggested by the substantial overlap of the distributions of latent heating for low-skill ACs during high-skill periods and high-skill ACs during high-skill periods (Fig. 12d). The tendency for low-skill ACs during high-skill periods and high-skill ACs during high-skill periods to be located in regions characterized by comparable latent heating is consistent with the finding of Capute and Torn (2021) of no systematic difference in latent heating between ACs characterized by lower predictability in terms of intensity and ACs characterized by higher predictability in terms of intensity. However, the tendency for low-skill ACs during low-skill periods to be located in regions characterized by statistically significantly larger latent heating compared to high-skill ACs during low-skill periods is not consistent with the aforementioned finding from Capute and Torn (2021). 	
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Fig. 12. As in Fig. 11, but for (a) area-averaged positive values of 350–250-hPa divergence (10−6 s−1), (b) area-averaged negative values of 800–600-hPa ω (10−3 hPa s−1), (c) area-averaged 1000–300-hPa IVT (kg m−1 s−1), and (d) area-averaged positive values of 1000–300-hPa IMFC (W m−2). The quantities in (a)–(d) are area-averaged within a 1000-km radius from the centers of the ACs.

Figures 11 and 12 suggest that low-skill ACs during low-skill periods tend to be the strongest, and tend to be located in environments most conducive to development and intensification, when compared to all other skill categories of ACs. When compared to ACs during the 2007–2017 climatological period, only for low-skill ACs during low-skill periods is there statistical significance in the mean values of all quantities shown in Figs. 11 and 12. Low-skill ACs during low-skill periods are characterized by low forecast skill of intensity. It is expected that relatively large forecast errors that may be associated with relatively strong lower-tropospheric baroclinicity, relatively large lower-to-midtropospheric EGR, and relatively large latent heating in the vicinity of low-skill ACs during low-skill periods may help explain the low forecast skill of intensity of low-skill ACs during low-skill periods. 
[bookmark: _Hlk118465285]When considering the four skill categories of ACs based on position RMSE for the 5-day lead time (not shown), there are no statistically significant differences in the quantities shown in Figs. 11 and 12 between low-skill ACs during low-skill periods and high-skill ACs during low-skill periods, and between low-skill ACs during high-skill periods and high-skill ACs during high-skill periods. Similarly, Capute and Torn (2021) indicate that ACs characterized by lower predictability in terms of position and ACs characterized by higher predictability in terms of position are not associated with substantial differences in environmental properties. The forecast skill of the position of ACs is likely less sensitive to the conduciveness of the environment to AC development and intensification than the forecast skill of the intensity of ACs.

4. Summary
Although there has been previous research that has examined the forecast skill of the synoptic-scale flow over the Arctic (e.g., Jung and Leutbecher 2007; Bauer et al. 2016; Jung and Matsueda 2016; Sandu and Bauer 2018), there has been a dearth of research that has examined Arctic environmental conditions during low-skill periods and high-skill periods, with the exception of a recent study by Yamagami and Matsueda (2021). There also has been limited research on the predictability of ACs, though interest in the predictability of ACs has recently been increasing (e.g., Yamazaki et al. 2015; Yamagami et al. 2018a,b, 2019; Capute and Torn 2021; Johnson and Wang 2021). The present study provides insights into how characteristics of the Arctic environment, and the frequency, characteristics, and forecast skill of ACs, compare between low-skill periods and high-skill periods.
The present study finds that there is a tendency for more vigorous baroclinic processes and latent heating over the Arctic during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. Baroclinic processes have been shown to contribute to the development and intensification of ACs (e.g., Aizawa et al. 2014; Tao et al. 2017a,b; Yamagami et al. 2017). Although there has been a dearth of research on the influence of latent heating on the development and intensification of ACs, it is possible that latent heating may contribute to the development and intensification of ACs. The tendency for more vigorous baroclinic processes and latent heating over the Arctic during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods suggests that there is a tendency for Arctic environmental conditions to be more conducive to AC development and intensification during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. It was expected that Arctic environmental conditions that are more conducive to AC development and intensification during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods may correspond to more frequent occurrences of ACs and stronger ACs during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. Consistent with expectations, the present study finds that there are higher track frequencies of ACs over much of the Arctic, and that there is a tendency for ACs to be statistically significantly stronger, during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods.
ACs during low-skill periods tend to be located in regions characterized by statistically significantly stronger lower-tropospheric baroclinicity, statistically significantly larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR, and statistically significantly larger latent heating compared to ACs during high-skill periods. It was expected that the stronger lower-tropospheric baroclinicity, larger lower-to-midtropospheric EGR, and larger latent heating for ACs during low-skill periods compared to ACs during high-skill periods may be associated with greater forecast errors that contribute to lower forecast skill of the intensity and position of ACs during low-skill periods compared to ACs during high-skill periods. However, there is only weak evidence that ACs are associated with lower forecast skill of intensity during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods and there is no evidence that ACs are associated with lower forecast skill of position during low-skill periods compared to high-skill periods. 
A breakdown of ACs into four skill categories based on intensity RMSE for the 5-day lead time reveals that low-skill ACs during low-skill periods tend to be the strongest, and tend to be located in environments most conducive to development and intensification, when compared to all other skill categories of ACs. Low-skill ACs during low-skill periods tend to be located in regions of relatively strong lower-tropospheric baroclinicity, relatively large lower-to-midtropospheric EGR, and relatively large latent heating. It is expected that relatively large forecast errors that may be associated with the relatively strong lower-tropospheric baroclinicity, relatively large lower-to-midtropospheric EGR, and relatively large latent heating may help explain the low forecast skill of intensity of low-skill ACs during low-skill periods. Low-skill ACs during low-skill periods may pose challenges to human activities in the Arctic that may be impacted by potential hazardous weather conditions associated with this category of ACs. Given the aforementioned distinctions between low-skill ACs during low-skill periods and the other skill categories of ACs, and given the challenges low-skill ACs during low-skill periods may pose to human activities in the Arctic, features and processes influencing the evolution and forecast skill of low-skill ACs during low-skill periods are the topic of a future paper.
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(a) ACs during the 2007-2017 climatological period (N = 730) (b) ACs during low-skill periods (N = 298)
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